Spechmaking

I have come this evening to talk with you on one of the greatest issues of our time -- that
1s the reservation of human freedom. I have chosen to discuss it her in France, at the Sorbonne,
because here in this soil the rots of human freedom have long ago struck deep and here they have
been richy nourished. It was here the Dclaration of the Rights of Man was proclaimed, andthe
great slogans of the French Revolution -- liberty, equality, fraternity -- fire the imagination of
men. [ hav chosen to discus this issue in Europe because this has been the scene of the geatest
historic battles btween freedom and tyranny. Ihave chosen to discuss it in the erly days of the
General Assebly because the issue of human liberty is decisive for the settlement of utstanding
political differences and for the future of the United Nations.

The decisive importance of this issue was fully reconized by the founders ofthe United
Nation at San Francisco. Concrn for the preseration and promotion of human ights and
fundamental freedoms stands at the hert of the United Nations. Its Charter is distinguished by its
preoccupation with the rights and wefare of individual men and women. The United Nations has
madeit clear that it intnds to uphold human right and to protect the dignity of the human
personality. In the preamble to the Charter the keynote is et when it declares: "We the people of
the Uited Nations deermined...to reaffirm faith n fundamental human rights, in the dignity and
worth of the human person, in the equal rights of men and women and of ntions large and small,
and...to promote socia progress and better standard of life in larger freedom." This reflect the
basic premise ofthe Charter that the peace and security of mankind are dependent on mutual
respect for the rights and reedoms of 11.

One of the purposes of the Unted Nations is declared in article 1 t be: "to achieve
international cooperation in soling international problems of an conomic, social, cultural, or
humanitaian character, and in promoting and ecouraging respect for huan rights and for
fundamental fredoms for all without distinction as to race, sex, laguage, or religion."

This thought is repeaed at several points and notably inarticles 55 and 56 the Members pedge
themselves to take joint and separate action in cooperation with the United Nations for the
promotion of "universal respect for, and observance of, human rights and undamental freedoms
for all without distinction as to rac, sex, language, orreligion."

The Human Rights Commission was gven as its first and most important task the preparation of
an International ill of Rights. The General Assembly, which opned its third session here in Paris a
few days ago, will have befoe it the first fruit of the Commission's labors in this task, that is the
International Declaration of Human Rights.

The Declaration was finally compleed after much work during the last session of the
Human Rights Commission in New York in the spring of 1948. The Economic and Social
Council has sent it without recommendation to the General Assembl, together with other
documents transmitted by the Human Rights Commission.



